Multidetector-row computed tomography imaging of splenic trauma.
The spleen is the intra-abdominal organ most often injured as a result of blunt trauma. Multidetector-row computed tomography (MDCT) plays an important role in the detection and characterization of splenic injury. It has been shown to be highly accurate and can detect splenic vascular lesions, the presence of which has been shown to be a predictor of failure of nonoperative management. The increased use of angiography and splenic artery embolization in the management of such injuries has led to improved success rates with nonoperative management. This article reviews the various appearances of the injured spleen and discusses the use of MDCT in the initial evaluation of injury. The indications for angiography and embolization are reviewed, with examples of appearances of the postembolization spleen.